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COURTESY TRANSLATION 
 
 
Québec, November 2nd, 2006 
 
 
Mr. Pierre Corbeil 
Minister 
Ministère des Ressources naturelles et  
de la Faune  
5700, 4e Avenue Ouest, A 308 
Québec (Québec) G1H 6R1 
 
 

Subject: Proposed Amendments to the Forest Act 
 
 
Dear Minister, 
 
On September 18, through Ms Paule Têtu, Associate Deputy Minister of Forêt 
Québec, you requested preliminary comments from the Cree-Québec Forestry 
Board regarding the proposed modifications to the Forest Act and other 
legislative dispositions. 
 
This letter is to provide you with those preliminary comments. The Cree-Québec 
Forestry Board is favourable to most of the objectives and the modifications 
proposed to the Forest Act and to some legislative dispositions. Several of the 
proposals presented us seem pertinent within the framework of forest 
management centred on sustainable development, a framework that corresponds 
with that which guides the development of the adapted forestry regime. Certain of 
the objectives and modifications put forward are however welcomed with 
precaution mainly as they relate to the application of the Agreement concerning a 
new relation between le Gouvernement du Québec and the Crees of Québec 
 
We understand that the proposed amendments will be developed in conformity 
with the Agreement and the mandate of the implementation mechanisms 
provided for in it. On the territory, the application of several of the proposed 
amendments will call for the implication of the Joint Working Groups and the 
Board. It will thus be important that these mechanisms be involved or informed of 
the application of these changes and this, in compliance with their respective 
mandate. 
 
The Board salutes the openness proposed regarding the management of forestry 
roads.  As well, it supports the approach aimed at strengthening stakeholders’ 
accountability and transparency of action. In this sense, we support the 
streamlining of the law regarding the new bases of verification strategies and the 
supervision of forest activities.   
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One of the modifications proposed specifically concerns the Minister’s 
responsibility to produce forestry management strategies. We recognise this 
responsibility. In this sense, it seems opportune to recall that, in the adapted 
forestry regime, the Minister’s position is still awaited regarding wildlife habitat 
management strategies (Appendix C-4, art. 60) and the mixed forest stands 
management strategy (Appendix C-3 c.). 
 
Regarding the modifications proposed to the transfer of timber between mills and 
annual harvesting levels, the Board agrees that such concessions are required in 
the current conjuncture. However, on the territory of the Agreement it will be 
essential that the proposed modifications are implemented while ensuring the 
achievement of the objectives pursued by the modalities on access to the forest 
resources, that is an active and ongoing participation by the Crees in economic 
development activities. Let us remind that it will be important that the Crees and 
the Board are kept informed of the application of these changes. 
 
As to the modifications tied to the delimitation of forest management units, the 
Board is clear that any modification of this point must be made in conformity with 
the applicable provisions of the Agreement and is subject to the opinion of the 
Board, to the Minister. 
 
Please find attached for the attention of those charged with the finalization of the 
amendments to the Forest Act, a table that presents in greater detail the 
preliminary comments of the Board for each of the proposed modifications, 
including certain elements of analysis tied to the application of these changes on 
the territory of the Agreement. 
 
In closing, considering the significance of the present consultation and the 
available information, we draw your attention to the very short timeframe 
proposed by your Ministry to receive the Board’s comments.  Be assured that we 
diligently address the requests for commentary and advice that we receive from 
you.  We do wish, however, to have a reasonable delay in which to do so, in 
conformity with our mandate. 
 
Please accept our kindest regards. 
 
 
 
Jean-Pierre Gauthier 
Chairman of the Board 
 
 
Attach. 
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